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Claims 2 and 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The term "inclined", in claims 2 and 7, is incomplete because 
what the "portions" are inclined from is not stated. Claims 8-12 depend from claim 7, and would 
thus likewise be indefinite. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-7 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shannon (US 3,544,953). 

Shannon discloses a battery positive cover (10) including a battery protection part (24, 
part of 25) for protecting a battery terminal (16), a wire harness mounting part (26) having an 
entry (29) for holding a wire harness (12) and including movable means (parts of 26 on either 
side of the entry 29) through which would pass the wire harness upon insertion into the cover. 
The two parts (of 26) would be normally be in a holding position (figure 1), which would be 
unbiased and undeformed, and would be deformed into an open position when the wire harness 
is inserted. As seen in figure 5, the wall (26) is at an oblique angle from the top wall (24), and 
thus would be "inclined", to the extent that the term is understood. The two parts flanking the 
entry (29) would thus form inclined parts of the front and rear sides of the wall (26). The cover 
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is made of plastic (column 3, lines 22-26), which would be a resinous material and elastically 
deformable. The cover also includes an elastically deformable finger (32). 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Luciano et al 
(US 5,338,898). 

Luciano et al disclose a battery positive cover (1) including a battery protection part (2) 
for protecting a battery terminal (S), a wire harness mounting part (11) having an entry for 
holding a wire harness, where its two legs are normally shaped as semicircles, and thus in a 
holding position, and would have to be deformed away from the holding position into an open 
position. Each of the semicircular legs would be one of the present "moving means". 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shannon 
in view of Dewar et al (US 5,196,338). 

Shannon does not disclose locking means for holding the entry in a closed state. Dewar 
et al disclose a battery terminal protector including a section (40) that holds a wire harness (14), 
which is held in place by locking means (50). To obtain the additional safety and stability 
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afforded by the locking means, it would be obvious to use a locking means as shown by Dewar 
et al in the battery terminal protector of Shannon. 

Claim 12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. The prior art cited herein or by applicant does not 
disclose a terminal protection cover with a terminal protection part having a side open in a first 
direction, a connection part having a U-shaped cross section opening in a second direction, and a 
wire harness mounting part having a U-shaped cross section opening in a third direction, the 
three directions being mutually perpendicular. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Sugiyama (US 5,925,854) and Lippert et al (US 5,503,642) disclose battery terminal 
protectors. Computer-generated English translations of JP 2001-167810 and JP 2002-141056, 
cited by applicants, are enclosed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Kalafut whose telephone number is 571-272-1286. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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